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of a Sir C, P. Ramaswami Aiyar, but for whose drive,, statesmanship and experience the Pallivasal scheme would not have been a. fait accompli. Let us fervently hope that from this scheme will flow a never-failing river of prosperity and plenty which will amply justify the period being designated "Sri Chitra Age."
The Telephone Scheme
"The present distance of Travancore from the seat of Government does constitute some material obstacle to personal relations."
This remark was made by Lord Willingdon, the late Viceroy and Governor-General of India, in the course of his Banquet speech delivered in December, 1933, when His Excellency paid a visit to Travancore.    Since then much water has passed under the bridge.   The historical saying "Dilli dur ast" which was used to denote the geographical distance  of Travancore from Delhi has become a dead letter, so far as Travancore is concerned.    Ever  since   His  Highness Sir Sri  Chitra Tirunal   Maharaja   assumed   ruling  powers in November, 1931, many progressive measures of administrative improvement have been introduced.    One of these was the Telephone established first in the State and then between the State and Delhi.   This scheme  is now in working order. This progressive move came first from Sachivothama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar K. C. S. I., K* C. I. E., LL. D., soon after   he  accepted the office of Dewati in October, 1936. Trivandrum, having been made the centre of an aerodrome and aerial connection having been established with the outside stations in India and consequently with the outside  world,, the next step' was to connect the capital of the State with Delhi.   His Highness the Maharaja who is ever solicitous about  the   happiness and  prosperity   of  his fifty lakhs of subjects readily fell in with the scheme of his trusted Minister. From the time that the political jurisdiction was transferred from the Government of Madras to the Government of India